
Sevenoaks &  Dist rict  Bat  &  Trap 
League 2002 

www.batandtrap.org.uk 
 

Minutes of AGM 
Held at The Bell, Kemsing, Nr . Sevenoaks, Kent. 

Monday 28th October  2002 
 

Committee Present: 

Leighton Evans -  Chairman  
Will Chatfield -  Treasurer  
Carol Darlington -  Fixtures Secretary 
Lee St John -  Internet Secretary  
John Dagg -  Social Secretary 

  

Pubs Represented: 

The Bell Don James 
 Martin Eady 
 Keith Russell 
Blacksmiths Arms Duncan Moore 
Chequers Inn Will Chatfield 
 Cyril Hensman    
 Norman Stone  
The Crown John Dagg  
The Old Jail Carol Darlington 
 Leighton Evans  
Rock and Fountain Kevin Dodson  
 Jenny Dodson    
 Janet Groves    
 Jim Groves    
The Rose &  Crown A Lee St John 
 Peter Weston  
 Joy Brushneen 
The Rose &  Crown B Ashley Inwood 
The Stanhope Arms Brian Bingham  
   
Apologies Received: Debbie Parker of The Miners Arms, Dunton Green 
 
The Meeting was openned by The Chairman at 8:15 p.m. 
 
1. Approval of previous minutes:  Minutes from the 29th October 2001 AGM were accepted.  
  
2. Matters Ar ising:  None 
  
3. ChairmanÕs Report 2002.  

 
The 2002 season has been played out successfully, although it has probably been the wettest for a long 
time.  
 
Addendum:  
The Chairman will write to The Chairman of The Sevenoaks and District Darts League in an attempt 



to move our season forward by a month to hopefully ensure better weather. This task was completed 
on 7th November 2002, they responded as attached to the minutes. 
Addendum. 
 
The season began with a New YearÕs Day challenge match held at The Rose and Crown between the 
hosts and The Crown. The result was a 2 Ð 0 victory to The Crown in severely cold conditions wearing 
Hawaiian costume which was the theme for the day. The event was also reported in The Sevenoaks 
Chronicle and details are on our website under the events winners button. 
  
Resume. 
 
Thanks to Carol for continuing with her role as fixtures secretary together with taking on the added 
responsibilities of being treasurer due to Will Chatfield having other commitments this year. 
 
Our thanks to Lee for his continued support with updating our web site with all the results and also 
adding many additional general points of interest regarding the game and photographs from special 
events.  
 
Our thanks also go to John Dagg for continuing with his role as the social secretary and to Maxine for 
assisting with the prize giving at the presentation evening held at Park Wood Golf Club. 
 
The season opened with the Bull B Brasted withdrawing from the competitions before half the season 
was completed, therefore, rule 29 was applied and all their points were deducted. 
 
There were two one day events this year, the first held at The Rose and Crown on Sunday 21st July 
principally to raise money for Kent Air Ambulance. The day was highly successful and £1800 was 
raised. Congratulations to the entire team who worked so hard for this occasion. All attending the 
AGM acknowledged the tremendous endeavours achieved by The Rose and Crown team.    
 
Our one-Day event this year was played again at The Crown in Knockholt on Sunday 18th August. The 
turn out was good with 13 teams taking part. Our thanks go to Roy, Pauline, Clive, Les and the staff, 
for providing another enjoyable day and ensuring this year there were six pitches available. An 
interesting point being that non League teams won 2 of our trophies, namely the Fruiterers B won The 
Cup competition and TDSK won the Plate runners Up competition.    
 
The presentation evening at Park Wood Golf Club also turned out to be a great success with 130 guests 
enjoying the evening. Here again we have received thank you notes and well wishes. We apologise for 
the Band ÒCold TuesdaysÓ withdrawing their offer to play 10 days prior to the event, however, they 
did provide us with a good disco. As mentioned on the evening the raffle was free entry to compensate 
for this. 
 
Our Internet site www.batandtrap.org.uk was secured and written by 7th September 2001. Since 
then we have continued to collect information and photographs to pass on to Lee who has since added 
a substantial amount of information. 
 
This is the end of our first full season with the website up and running, giving everybody on-line 
access to up-to-date results, fixtures, general points of interest regarding the game together with 
photographs from special events. The Counter of visits today showed over 2200 enquiries. 
 
We have received an average of over one hundred site visits and up to six hundred individual page hits 
per week, including visits from friends in other leagues. If you feel that anything is missing or could be 
improved for next season, please send Lee an e-mail (address deleted for on-line version), also please 
contact us with any new e-mail addresses. 
 
The site is still self-financing with The Crown, The Old Jail, The Miners Arms and The Stanhope 



Arms sponsoring it.  
 
Most correspondence has been carried out via the Internet, but we still made and distributed 
promotional posters for main events and notified the Sevenoaks Chronicle of the league results every 
week.  
 
Obtaining results from teams is still proving to be difficult, it would be most helpful if both teams 
could notify the fixtures secretary of results as soon as possible. 
 
Last year all our energy was concentrated on the web site and promoting our league. The result has 
been that we may have 3 divisions again next year for the first time in many years. 
 
This year we have continued with our efforts of promotion but we have also concentrated on raising 
money for new league trophies. Due to 2 one-day events at the Crown, a charity Round Table match 
held at The Old Jail, £500 profit from the Presentation Evening and other minor items we have spent 
over £1200 in new trophies for the league. These include a new 14-inch League Division 1Winners 
Cup, a new 11! -inch Knockout Cup, which is now a cup and not a shield, a new 11!  inch division 1 
runners up cup amongst others. The Edward Preston Trophy (Landlord of The White Hart Inn 1931 Ð 
1965) will be repaired, restored and used to replace the knockout doubles winners trophy. 
 

 

 
 
Addendum. 
 
Since the AGM, all the trophies have been repaired or upgraded as a result of the introduction of the 
new trophies. The Edward Preston League Division 1 trophy has been revamped and used as the 
doubles winners trophy. A complete document of the trophies is attached to these minutes.  
 



 
 
Finally, as the words on the Trebles knockout cup say: 
 

ÒSevenoaks Fr iendly Charity Bat and Trap LeagueÓ   
 

Our League has survived because of the sportsman like behaviour of most of the teams. However, I 
have received complaints about 2 specific teams on a number of occasions. I hope we can continue in a 
sportsman like manner and all have an enjoyable 2003 season.  
 

This issue was also reported at last yearÕs AGM ÒWe have received various complaints of un 
sportsman like behaviour, We would like to point out that this is a friendly league and it should be 
played accordingly.Ó  
 
We invite any teams with complaints to contact us and advise us accordingly. If sufficient complaints 
(3 or more) are made about a specific team, we will mention them at next yearÕs AGM and write a rule 
to cover this point. 
 

4. The TreasurerÕs Report. 
 
I have covered most of the main items in The ChairmanÕs report, the packs of information given to all 
of you is a detailed account of where all our money has been raised and spent together with 
photographs of all the large invoices we have paid. 
 
Are there are any questions?   
 



Ashley Inwood of  The Rose and Crown asked who handed in the £1. The Chairman stated that 
Charlie Boulter of the Chequers Inn found it on the grass at T Crown one day event and donated it to 
the league. 
  

5. Election of Committee.  
 
The Chairman asked for nominations for Chairman for 2003, there were no proposals, Leighton Evans 
stated he was willing to stand for another year; this was seconded by Norman Stone (Chequers Inn) 
and Carol Darlington (Old Jail) and was concurred by the floor. 
 
The Chairman advised that Will had stepped down as Treasurer but proposed Carol Darlington as 
Treasurer for 2003, this was seconded by Will Chatfield (Chequers Inn) and Don James (Bell), and 
concurred by the floor. 
 
The Chairman proposed Lee St John to continue as Internet Secretary, seconded by Norman Stone 
(Chequers Inn), concurred by the floor. 
 
The Chairman proposed Will Chatfield as Fixtures Secretary seconded by Carol Darlington (Old Jail) 
and Don James (Bell) again concurred by the floor. 
 
The Chairman asked John Dagg if he was standing for the committee for 2003, John advised the AGM 
that he would no longer be standing. 
 
The Chairman asked the floor for any other nominations for committee.  No offers were received. 
 

6. Subscr iptions. 
 
The subscriptions for the 2003 season will remain at £30 per team and £2 per head for entry in to the 
doubles and trebles knockout competitions together with the one day event. This is the same as last 
year.   
 

7. Rule Changes. 
 
Ashley Inwood (Rose & Crown) requested that any games due to be played on a Thursday cannot be 
postponed.  The Chairman advised that Rule 24 addressed this issue and there was no need for change.   
 
Duncan Moore (Blacksmiths Arms) advised that if the rule was made and games could not be re-
arranged that it would be unlikely that The Blacksmiths Arms would enter any teams into doubles and 
trebles for 2003.   
 
John Dagg advised that if this rule applied to knockout tournaments then it would have to apply to the 
league.  The Chairman agreed with this point and it was put to the floor for the vote.  The vote was 6 
teams for the rule (Old Jail, Rose & Crown A, Rose & Crown B, Rock & Fountain, Bell and Stanhope) 
2 teams against (Blacksmiths and Crown).   
 
Current Rule 24:  
 
Matches must commence by 8.30pm or by mutual agreement between the team Captains. If a team is 
not ready to play at its allotted fixture venue by 8:45 p.m. and has not notified the other Captain prior 
to the commencement of the match, then that team will forfeit the game and receive no points. The 
side ready to play will be awarded 3 points for a win but not 4, as the game was not played.  
 
If a team notifies the other at least 24 hours prior to the commencement of the match that it cannot play 
at the scheduled time then that team must rearrange the match within 1 month at a date to suit the 
Captain who has been inconvenienced. If this does not take place then points are awarded as above. 



 
These rules can be varied only by agreement between the two Captains or if this is not possible the 
committee will decide. These rules apply to all matches including Knockouts. Some matches are 
postponed due to inclement weather or power cuts etc. this is at the discretion of the two Captains. 
 
Revised Rule 24: To apply to the 2003 season and beyond. 
 
Matches must commence by 8.30pm or by mutual agreement between the team Captains. If a team is 
not ready to play at its allotted fixture venue by 8:45 p.m. and has not notified the other Captain prior 
to the commencement of the match, then that team will forfeit the game and receive no points. The 
side ready to play will be awarded 3 points for a win but not 4, as the game was not played.  
 
If a team notifies the other at least 24 hours prior to the commencement of the match that it cannot play 
at the scheduled time then that team must rearrange the match within 1 month at a date to suit the 
Captain who has been inconvenienced. If this does not take place then points are awarded as above. 
 
These rules apply to all league and the knockout tournament matches. In the case of Knockout Doubles 
and Trebles competition matches arranged on a Thursday, the matches must be played on the allotted 
date, if a team is not able to play they forfeit the match. Some matches are postponed due to inclement 
weather or power cuts etc. this is at the discretion of the two Captains. These rules can be varied only 
by agreement between the two Captains or if this is not possible the committee will decide. 
 
Keith from the Bell stated that he did not think the arrangement between Captains was unreasonable.  
This was noted and the rule will be re-written that only doubles and trebles games would be affected, 
the rule would only be exercised if the captains could not agree.  It was also requested that each 
doubles and trebles team should have an individual telephone contact number and the Fixtures 
Secretary this would be request at the beginning of the season. 
 
Kevin Dodson (Rock & Fountain) wanted clarification of when games were tied what happens 
regarding points. The Chairman stated that the rule is clear that unless all three games were played 3 
points are split and not 4.  After much discussion it was agreed unanimously that no changes would be 
made. 
 
Carol Darlington advised that she had spoken to another player in the Dartford league who, on looking 
at our rules, stated that they have a Òfast ballÓ rule which means that the ball must make contact with 
the pitch before going through the posts.  This would stop the very hard hitters from causing injury to 
the opposition.  This was put to the floor and carried unanimously.  The catch rule would remain 
unchanged. 
 
Current rule 11:  
 
If the batsman fails to hit the ball between the posts then he is out.  If a fielder catches the ball the 
batsman is out, with the following provisos: The catcher must have one foot touching the ground on or 
behind the bowling line, and the ball must be caught in front of the line. 
 
Revised Rule 11: To apply to the 2003 season and beyond. 
 
If the batsman fails to hit the ball between the posts then he is out.  If a fielder catches the ball the 
batsman is out, with the following provisos: The catcher must have one foot touching the ground on or 
behind the bowling line, and the ball must be caught in front of the line. If the ball fails to touch the 
ground at least once on the pitch after the batsman has struck the ball and before it passes through the 
posts then the batsman is out. 
 
The Chairman suggested that due to the late submission of results that any result received after the 
Friday week following the game (thus giving 10 days to submit results) that one point would be 



deducted for this.  This was put to the floor and carried unanimously. 
 
New Rule 40: 
 
Any team failing to notify the Fixtures Secretary of a result within 10 days of a match taking place will 
be deducted 1 point from their league score. 
 
Current rule 26: 
 
All matches are to be completed by finals day, any matches played after that time will not be recorded 
in the seasonÕs results. This is to allow time for the collection of trophies and engraving etc. in 
preparation for the presentation night. 
 
Revised Rule26: To apply to the 2003 season and beyond. 
 
All matches should be completed by finals day; this is to allow time for the collection of trophies and 
engraving etc. in preparation for the presentation night. Matches can be played after finals day if they 
do not affect trophy places, for example matches which may affect promotion or relegation.  
 
The Chairman stated that knockout fixtures venues will be set by the Fixtures Secretary, if the 
Captains agree on using another pitch that is acceptable assuming they advise the Landlords in 
question of the change. 
 
Keith Russell (Bell) requested that each round of any knockout tournament be re drawn.  The Fixtures 
Secretary advised that this would create a large amount of additional work but would agree to do this.  
This was put to the floor and carried unanimously. 
 
Duncan Moore (Blacksmiths) requested that no preliminary rounds are played in the knockout 
tournaments and that games are played out until only 16 or 8 remain. This was agreed unanimously. 
 
Duncan Moore (Blacksmiths) then advised that he had not received details of the knockout games in 
time for each round Ð he did confirm that the paperwork was sent to the Blacksmiths Arms but advised 
the post in Bromley is particularly slow.  He was advised that all paperwork was sent to the pub and 
The Chairman requested Duncan to supply the committee with an alternative address so that 
paperwork could be sent directly to him as well.  Carol Darlington advised that the information was 
sent to the pub along with all the other teams and could not understand why he had not received them 
in time. 
 
John Dagg (Crown) advised that his team never knew any of the results or where they stood in the 
league and that the entries into the Sevenoaks Chronicle were not made regularly. Duncan Moore 
(Blacksmiths) then advised that the results were rarely in the newspaper.  Keith Russell (Bell) advised 
that he had seen all the results in the paper and that one week there was a duplication of the previous 
weekÕs results.  Carol Darlington advised that the results were sent weekly by e-mail to Paul Hart at 
Sevenoaks Chronicle and we are reliant on them publishing them.  This is a free service; we cannot 
really complain about the outcome, she believed that only one week was incorrect. 
 

8. Any Other  Business. 
 
Joy Brushneen from The Rose & Crown advised the committee that she has received the main trophy 
from TDSK who were the plate runners up in the one-day event. 
 
The Chairman advised that there would possibly be the following extra teams for the 2003 season: 
Crown B, Old Jail B, Stanhope B, Crown Seal.  Also information was received that The Star at Brasted 
Chart is no longer a pub and therefore possibly no longer a team for 2003 unless they move venues.   
 



The Chairman advised that the Rose & Crown Dunton Green and six other teams from the Mad 
Trappers Society had been contacted in connection with joining our league but no replies have been 
received. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the two teams from top of Division 2 will still go up to Division 1 and a 
maximum of three will be relegated from Division 1 to Division 2 as minuted in other points of 
administration in the AGM held on 29th October 2001. 
 
New rule 41: To apply to the 2003 season and beyond. 
 
The maximum number of teams possible in a league is 10, therefore for 2 leagues 20 teams is the 
maximum. Depending on how many teams play in future seasons the following table will be used. 
 
No. of teams. No. of leagues. 
  
16. 2. 
17. 2. 
18. 2. 
19. 2. 
20. 2. 
21. 3. 
22. 3. 
23. 3. 
24. 3. 

   
Generally, at least 2 teams will be promoted and 2 teams will be relegated. However, if the number of 
teams reaches 21, 3 leagues of 7 will be created. If the league grows 3 teams will be relegated and 2 
promoted, if the league reduces in size 1 team will be relegated and 2 teams will be promoted.  
 
Don James requested that a full information pack be sent to The Crown Seal and Will Chatfield 
advised that he would speak to the Amazon and Tiger at Harvel about joining our league. 
 
Cyril Hensman then addressed the AGM and gave a vote of thanks to Leighton Evans (Chairman) and 
the rest of the Committee (Will Chatfield, Carol Darlington, and Lee St John) for all their continued 
hard work in raising the profile of Bat & Trap with the Internet and raising money for all the new 
trophies.  He advised the AGM that he knew how much hard work goes on Òbehind the scenesÓ to 
make the league run smoothly and the current committee has worked harder than he did. 
 
There was a round of applause from the floor. 
 
Addendum: 
 
The New YearÕs Day challenge was successfully played out at The Crown at Knockholt between the 
Crown and The Rose and Crown. The Crown won 2 Ð 1 on a very wet pitch wearing ÒBob the BuilderÓ 
attire. Details will be entered on to our web site under the event winners button. 
 
 

 Meeting Closed at 21:10hrs    These minutes will be entered on the web site for all to see. 
 


